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Plain View Press, United States, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 235 x 159 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Cecilia Manguerra Brainard has written an ambitious novel of
forbidden love. Set against the turbulent history of East Asia in the twentieth century and by turns erotic and
tragic, Magdalena vividly depicts three generations of strong Filipino women. Aimee Liu, author of Cloud
Moutain Cecilia Manguerra Brainard s novel Magdalena takes its title from a protagonist descended from
several generations of equally compelling female characters. . . Brainard uses a nonlinear narrative and
multiple points of view to describe the history of the Philippines that roughly corresponds to its contact with the
United States from the Spanish American War to the war in Vietnam. The novel brings into focus not only the
romantic and social conflicts of diDerent generations of women but also economic and racial divisions in the
Philippines . . . Interspersed throughout the novel are archival photographs of places and people, photographs
that remind the reader that while the characters are fictional, the backdrop is historical reality. Kathleen
Flanagan, Longwood University, World Literature Today With her second novel, Magdalena, Cecilia Brainard
adds new portraits to the gallery in Philippine literature. She has always had a strong sense of place. Here, she
provides an inner landscape as well. Together, these provide the coordinates for the family secrets that bind the
characters as securely as bloodlines. Linda Ty-Casper, author of The Stranded Whale In this novel, Brainard
blends a series of multiple perspectives to create a polyphony of voices that enacts Philippine society before and
during the Second World War. The narrative is a nuanced vision of the workings of culture, social class,
obligation and the Filipino personality. Rocio G. Davis, author of Transcultural Reinventions:...
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