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illustrated. 1786. Excerpt: . . . tors, who never pretended to the gift of prophecy, have done more towards a
rational and scientific application of the Old Testament to the New, than ever the primitive fathers did. With
respect to the foreseeing the fates of the church, already mentioned as part of the gift of prophecy, it does not
appear that the fathers had any further knowledge of th. it subject than what they obtained from the sacred
canon. But it may be said, that some of the primitive Christians, after the apostolical age, might have had the
gift of prophecy, although the fathers themselves had it not. This, however, is exceedingly improbable: for, had
such been the fact, the fathers would have given frequent and unequivocal testimony to it. But there hardly
appears a vestige of any thing of that nature, even in the writings of the fathers who lived in the second century,
excepting what is to be seen in Tertullianj and Tertullian, himself a visionary, and one who looked on Montanus
as a person divinely inspired, cannot be admitted in the character of a credible witness for proving the
continuance of the gift of prophecy unto his own times. Origen, speaking of the state of things in the early part
of the third century, , fays, the Christians perform many cures, and they foresee some things, as the Word
AOrOS willeth; VsaAac iimic iiririMiin, jy tywn nea, xara To fruKnxx Tk Abyv Contra Celsum, 1.1i. p....
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