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FAMOUS LANDMARKS OF ANCIENT ROME: THE HISTORY OF THE
COLOSSEUM, THE FORUM, AND THE APPIAN WAY (PAPERBACK)

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the landmarks written by
ancient Romans *Includes bibliographies for further reading *Includes a table of contents The Roman Empire is
the most famous in history, and the center of the far-reaching empire s activities was located in the Forum, a
low area between the Capitoline and Palatine hills in Rome. The topography held a great deal of significance
for Romans, and consequently so many layers of myth were laid on top of the landscape and buildings that it is
di@icult to separate legend from actual historical fact. As a low-lying area near the Tiber river, the Forum was
subject to much flooding, and even into the 20th century, the Forum area could flood upwards of over 40 feet
above sea level. This would factor significantly in the imagination of Romans, who later ascribed the flooding
with saving the city s founders, Romulus and Remus, from execution. However, in the 8th and 7th centuries B.C.,
this did not make for a good area for construction. Previous generations of excavators have concluded that in
the beginning, there were waddle and daub huts in the Forum, as indicated by remains of organic food
material, fragments of daub, and evidence of post holes dug in the ground for these structures. However, a
recent environmental study has shown that such structures could not survive the flooding that was endemic to
the Forum, suggesting that it took a few hundred years (during the period of the Roman kings) for the Romans
to move up to 20,000 square meters of earth in order to reclaim land in the Forum, and a gravel pavement was
placed on top of the landfill....
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