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Pronunciation, and Use of Such Words Only as Are Most Common in Current Literature, and as Are Most Likely
to Be Misspelled Is the spelling-book losing ground? - It is said that nineteenth-twentieths of those examined for
the Public Service under the competitive system in England fail in spelling. Those placed by government in
control of educational affairs report, Spelling is not what it ought to be. Text-books should be used for this
subject. What we want is to teach spelling and not merely to practice spelling. A spelling-book revival in England
seems to be the result. In the foremost educational center of our own country, the experiment of teaching
spelling without the aid of a special text-book has been tried with results so far from satisfactory that the
spelling-book has been restored. Wherever the subject of spelling has been most seriously considered, a strong
reaction in favor of a suitable text-book is evident. Is there a substitute for the spelling-book? - In the lower
primary grades, the work of copying words and sentences from the black-board and of writing exercises in
connection with oral language-lessons is undoubtedly far more profitable than conning the primary speller as
now constructed. For the more advanced grades, copying from the reading-book, writing compositions and
making abstract of daily lessons in geography, history, etc., afford good practice in spelling; but will and can
the average teacher, without sacrifice of the time belonging to the subject matter of the lessons in geography,
history, etc., exercise that unremitting vigilance...
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