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JAPANESE AMERICAN POSITIONALITY IN HAWAII AND ON THE
MAINLAND

GRIN Verlag Nov 2009, 2009. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x3 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2002 in the subject American Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: A-, San Francisco State University (Ethnic Studies), course: AAS 710 Critical
Approaches, language: English, abstract: From the beginning of the Twentieth Century, there have been quite a
number of watershed events in American as well as World History. The term 'watershed' refers to a turning
point in history. Examples are the Great Depression in the 1930s, World War Two in the 1940s, the Cold War
beginning in the 1950s, the Civil Rights Movements in the US (and Third World Liberation Movements, their
international counterparts) beginning in the 1960s, the downfall of communism and the rise of terrorism in the
1980s, and 9/11 in 2001. Those watersheds have had political, social and economic consequences on diLerent
groups and in diLerent spheres, ranging from local to global dimensions. Japanese Americans and their
position in American society were eLected by all those watershed events. Western Colonialism in Asia envisioned
the Japanese as the primitive 'Other' of the modern United States1. AMer having opened Japan by force in 1853,
the US welcomed Japanese immigrants for a short time as a cheap source of labor. Long before the Great
Depression hit the United States, however, anti-Japanese American sentiment, which was due to racial hatred
and supposed economic competition, grew bigger and bigger, culminating in the Oriental Exclusion Act of
1924. During the Second World War, Japanese Americans residing primarily on the West Coast were put into
internment camps. Dubbed a 'military necessity,' this internment of approximately 110.000 persons of Japanese
ancestry, a majority of whom were American citizens, was, in reality, solely triggered by racial...
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