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Address It was, we recall, the payment of a sacrificial debt to this god of health that inspired Socrates last
words. That fruitful worship of perfect sanity, so characteristic of the Greek and Roman civilization, may
explain the inscription reputed to have been placed over the entrance to the great Library at Alexandria,
suggesting that the books which it held were the medicine of the mind. From even earlier times, indeed, the care
of the sick proceeded under religious guidance. The temples of Saturn in Egypt and of Buddha in India seem to
have sheltered medical schools as well as the sick, prior to the Christian era. Mohammedanism in its turn
associated medical instruction and the care of the sick with the mosque, and in the early and middle centuries
of the Christian age an intimate relation between the church and the foundation and maintenance of hospitals
flourished throughout Europe. Thus the hospital fittingly became the Hotel Dieu. In the same religious spirit, the
privately supported general hospital, beginning in 1123 with St. Bartholomew s of London, under the Prior
Lahere, developed in England. That model, though without the ecclesiastic connection, naturally commended
itself to the British Colonies in North America. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original,
such as a blemish or missing page, may be...
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