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Summary: The Guardian "[A] dazzling book. Farmelo, prize-winning biographer of the physicist Paul Dirac,
recounts this important story with skill and erudition." The London Review of Books "Compelling. The value of
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aHerwards. It could all have turned out diIerently -- but it didn't." Nature "The author, a physicist, ranges
across Winston Churchill's long career. Farmelo is especially good on the Second World War years, revealing
much about the Anglo-American relationship that has been guarded or unclear. Colourful." Kirkus "[A] nicely
detailed and balanced record of the British ambivalence toward building an atom bomb in favor of the
American eIort. A tremendously useful soup-to-nuts study of how Britain and the U.S. embraced a frightening
atomic age." Library Journal "Farmelo presents a well-written and deeply researched account of Britain's
engagement in atomic research. Farmelo's study provides an excellent assessment of Churchill's role in the
British effort and complements Richard Rhodes's classic The Making of the Atomic Bomb . A fine addition to the
existing literature on the subject." Roger Highfield, Science Museum executive, Daily Telegraph columnist, and
bestselling science writer "A riveting, powerful, and timely reminder that high politics is anything but rational.
Graham Farmelo vividly reveals how Winston Churchill learned about atomic physics in the 1920s, warned
about the imminence of nuclear weapons in the 30s, and yet, paradoxically, squandered Britain's lead in the
field during the Second World War." Sir Michael Berry, University of Bristol "What a brilliant and compelling
book! Graham Farmelo sensitively and eloquently deconstructs the twists...
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