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immigrant radicalism, the Italian American influence in early rock and roll, ethnic tourism in Little Italy, and
Guido subculture, Making Italian America recasts Italian immigrants and their children as active consumers
who, since the turn of the twentieth century, creatively managed to articulate relations of race, gender, and
class and create distinctive lifestyles out of materials the marketplace offered to them. The success of these
mostly working-class people in making their everyday culture meaningful to them as well as in shaping an
ethnic identity that appealed to a wider public of shoppers and spectators looms large in the political history of
consumption. Making Italian America appraises how immigrants and their children redesigned the market to
suit their tastes, and in the process made Italian American identities a lure for millions of consumers. Fourteen
essays explore Italian American history in the light of consumer culture, across more than a century-long
intense movement of people, goods, money, ideas, and images between...
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